Serving James Madison University Since 1922
breezejmu.org

Cloudy  34°/ 27°
chance of precipitation: 20%

Vol. 87, No. 33
Monday, January 31, 2011

CRIME

AD: Football
player being
investigated
in assault case

GLOBAL NEWS
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The death toll in Egypt had reached more than 150 by the time of printing on
Sunday night (day six of the protests), according to Al Jazeera English. Despite
the turbulent situation, the three JMU students remain safe.

Egyptian reflections

Egypt’s peaceful protest turns violent Friday, affects JMU students on and far off campus
By MOLLY HAAS and JOHN SUTTER
The Breeze

The first call home from a study abroad program usually quells a parent’s concern and tells
of the excitement overseas.
Junior Lindsay Holt’s first call home told of
riots, tear gas and police force.
“Needless to say, it’s not what we bargained
for on this study abroad program,” said Mark
Holt, Lindsay’s father, in an e-mail.
Holt, an anthropology major, began her program in Egypt on Jan.  as an exchange student
at the American University in Cairo with two
other JMU students. Though she takes classes at
AUC, Holt received a small grant from the Honors Program and pays JMU tuition.
On Tuesday protests calling for the end of
President Hosni Mubarak’s -year-rule broke
out in Cairo, after being organized on Facebook
and Twitter.
“No one expected that so many people would
show up for a Facebook page,” said Holt who is
still at the American University in Cairo. “It’s the

January 2011

Activists in Egypt call for an uprising
against poverty, unemployment,
government corruption and the rule of
president Hosni Mubarak.

first time masses of Egyptians have used social
media for peaceful protests like this.”
Holt said she and her friends were advised to
stay in Zamalek and not go to the ongoing protests throughout the week.
Friday, ignoring that advice, Holt and her
friends crossed the Nile River, out of the secure
area where the university is located to watch the
protests.
“I’ve been studying this area for so long,” Holt
said Sunday over Skype. “This was just so meaningful and I wanted to be part of it somehow.
Maybe [the protests] will be a bad move, but
something’s finally happening and its turning
the world upside down.”
Friday’s unrest, which led to violence, began
after the noon prayers finished and thousands
of people poured into cities, confronting police
who fired back with tear gas and rubber bullets.
According to Holt, after leaving their residence
in Zamalek, they crossed the bridge heading into
the city and saw a huge crowd chanting slogans
in Arabic.
“I was terrified at first and I thought I found

Jan. 26

Demonstrators pelt security forces with
rocks and firebombs, and police respond
with the use of tear gas, water cannons,
batons and live ammunition.

Jan. 25

Relying heavily on social media outlets such as
Facebook and Twitter, a countrywide protest
begins in Cairo, Alexandria, Mansura, Tanta,
Aswan and Assiut.

myself on something I’ve only seen on TV,” Holt
said.
Holt and her friends said the protestors tried
to get across a bridge and were pushed back by
the riot police, eventually coming to the bridge
Holt was standing on.
“We got trapped on the East Bank of the Nile,”
Holt said. “I didn’t really register the reality of it
all until the riot police charged us to get us off the
bridge. That was actual terror, seeing riot police
charging with batons.”
Holt and her friends made it across the October Bridge, which later became a focal point of
the riots and began looking for a way back to
Zamalek where they were staying.
The group walked down the east side of the
Nile River, trying to find another bridge, Holt
said.
“It was quiet walking down the street where
people were sitting on benches and walking,”
she said.
The next bridge they came to was too crowded,
see EGYPT, page 4

Jan. 28

An elite special counterterrorism force is deployed
around Cairo. At least 1,030 people are injured
countrywide. Mubarak dismisses his government
but refuses to step down. His location is unknown.

Jan. 27

Mohomed El Baradei, the former director general of the
International Atomic Energy Agency and democracy
advocate, joins the protest. Facebook, Twitter and
BlackBerry Messenger services are disrupted.

Jan. 29

Demonstrators defy the
4 p.m. government curfew
and demand the location
of Mubarak.

INFORMATION FROM AL JAZEERA ENGLISH
GRAPHIC BY JENA THIELGES / THE BREEZE

Not everyone knew by text that JMU was
opening late on Jan. .
Users of a one wireless carrier either did
not receive the text message notifying the
university of a two-hour delay or did not
receive it until hours later. The university
is still working with the provider, Blackboard Connect, to determine the specific
wireless carrier, said Dale Hulvey, assistant
vice president for information technology.
“Numerous people didn’t get the message,” said Lee Shifflett, JMU chief of police.
“We need to get the message out now, not
three hours later.”
More than , students, faculty and
staff are signed up to receive emergency
notifications from the university.
Hulvey said in the five years JMU has utilized the text message program there have
been no major problems or interruptions
in service.
“We’ve had hiccups, but nothing that’s
been this significant across a wide range of
people,” Shifflett said.
After students complained of not
receiving a text or phone call on Jan. ,
the university changed the status of all
messages from outreach to emergency.
Shifflett said emergency status for messages would flag the messages as urgent
and the company would move them to the
top of the server list.
The company, Blackboard Connect,
suggested if the status of the messages
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were changed, it could solve the problem
of delayed messages, Hulvey said.
“It may have gotten held up, so they
suggested elevating the messages,” Hulvey said. “This other method is more of
an emergency method as opposed to an
outreach.”
On Jan. , Blackboard Connect sent
more than  million messages in the
morning, leaving the possibility that lower
status messages didn’t get sent out until
later in the day.
Messages closing JMU early Wednesday
and delaying opening Thursday morning
were not delayed, according to Shifflett.
Those signed up for the emergency service received a text message, phone call
and e-mail at : a.m., leaving many people irritated.
Hulvey said that JMU has worked out
the problems with Blackboard Connect
so most customers will only receive a text
or phone call. Until the problem is fully
resolved some customers will receive both
a phone call and text to ensure the message delivery.
Other than text messaging, the university relies on  different mediums to send
out emergency messages such as phone
trees among staff, instant messaging,
e-mail, reverse -, radio and its website.
“We try and make sure all layers work
effectively and efficiently,” Shifflett said.
CONTACT John Sutter at
breezenews@gmail.com.
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NEWS
Great white sheet

Wednesday’s storm
buried Harrisonburg in
 to  inches of snow.

CONTACT John Sutter at
breezenews@gmail.com.

JMU joins elite class of
All-Steinway schools

Emergency response system
delays for weather closings
By JOHN SUTTER
The Breeze

One member of the JMU football
team is being investigated for alleged
involvement in an assault on Jan.
 that sent four to the hospital and
wounded several others, according to
JMU’s Athletics Department.
“We have been told that there’s one
person who is definitely a member of
the football program,” said Jeff Bourne,
JMU director of Athletics.
Bourne said JMU has not launched
its own investigation, but is working
closely with local police.
“We’ve agreed to sit back and cooperate in the investigation,” Bourne said.
Bourne said Mickey Matthews, the
head coach of the football team, told
the team to cooperate with the police.
On Jan. , eight people reported
being assaulted at  S. Main St., an
unofficial house of Lambda Chi Alpha.
Witnesses at the party said about 
men entered the house around :
a.m. wearing jeans and dark hoodies and proceeded to brutally beat up
eight men.
Police have not released the names
of any suspects and also could not confirm if any of those being investigated
are connected to JMU, according to
Mary-Hope Vass, police spokeswoman.
Before JMU takes any disciplinary action, Bourne said the Athletics
Department usually waits until a criminal investigation is complete and
findings are validated.
“In some cases, athletes have been
suspended until a final determination,”
Bourne said.
If an athlete were suspended from
play, the punishment would continue
after the court’s verdict comes down,
Bourne said.
According to Bourne, there is a very
heavy emphasis on education and correction if athletes face trouble with the
law.
In August, the department instituted
a new class aimed at using upperclassmen to serve as peer advisers for
incoming freshman athletes.
“One of the reasons we instituted it
was to eliminate things that have happened in the past,” Bourne said. “It’s
designed not because of things we’re
not doing well, it’s a total studentdevelopment process that would be
helpful to them.”
Bourne said the two-hour good
citizen class is designed to teach
new students about the culture
of the school, things to shy away
and be careful of as they enter
their college-athletic careers.

By RYAN PLATT
The Breeze

Elizabeth Swallow, a Harrisonburg resident, took piano lessons
from JMU professor Eric Ruple after
she moved here  years ago to follow her passion.
Now,  years later, Swallow
donated $ million toward 
Steinway pianos for the Forbes Center for the Performing Arts, making
her one of the largest contributors.
The university added another million dollars to purchase another ,
bringing the total to  handcrafted Steinway pianos, including four
concert grand pianos. Each piano
can cost anywhere from $, to
more than $,.
“If I hadn’t practiced enough, I
could distract him [Ruple] by asking what was happening with the
students,” Swallow said. “And I
became emotionally attached to
the people here.”
Swallow was one of nearly  to
attend the presentation honoring
JMU’s recently achieved “All-Steinway” status — a title currently held
by only  schools in the nation.
Ronald Losby, president of Steinway & Sons, presented President
Linwood Rose with a plaque recognizing the achievement.
Jeff Schowell, director of the

7

OPINION
Armed forces

Prestigious universities are
less than enthusiastic about
an option to add ROTC.

RYAN FREELAND / THE BREEZE

Linwood Rose (from left), world-renowned pianist Menahem Pressler and Ronald
Losby, the president of Steinway & Sons, commemorate JMU’s “All-Steinway” status.

school of music; George Sparks,
dean of the School of Visual and
Performing Arts; and Bruce and
Lois Forbes, for whom the Forbes
Center was named, all attended
the event.
More than  percent of current musicians chose to perform
on Steinway pianos, according to
see PIANOS, page 12
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LIFE
Musical medley

Trees on Fire and
Murphy’s Kids put on
energetic performances.

About Steinway & Sons
 Founded in 1853 in Manhattan.
 Skills have been passed down

from master to apprentice.

 Pianos are built one at a time.
 Each piano takes nearly

a year to create.

 The pianos often contain

more than 12,000 parts.

 The company makes grand pianos,

upright pianos and art case pianos.
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SPORTS
Finding strength

First-year Duke overcomes
tragedy to help lead
his new team.
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U.S. says
Pakistan is
holding diplomat
SLAMABAD, Pakistan — The
murky case of an American
diplomat who fatally shot two
Pakistanis escalated into a diplomatic standoff Saturday, as
the U.S. Embassy demanded
the man’s immediate release
and accused Pakistan of illegally
detaining him.
In a statement and interviews,
U.S. officials in this capital city
said the man, Raymond Davis,
was a diplomat who fired in
self-defense and qualified for
immunity from prosecution. Law
enforcement authorities in Punjab province, where the shooting
took place Thursday, had made
no effort to verify his diplomatic status before arresting and
detaining him, in violation of
international conventions, officials said.
“You don’t treat a diplomat
like another person. You don’t
arraign them before a court.
That’s serious, too, and this will
escalate,” a senior U.S. official
said Saturday, speaking on the
condition of anonymity because
of the sensitivity of the issue.
The official said Pakistani
authorities had not allowed
American officials access to
Davis until midnight Friday, “a
pretty big breach of protocol.”
Shortly after the United States
issued its demand, Pakistan’s
Foreign Ministry released a
statement referring to Davis as
a “U.S. functionary.” A senior
Pakistani government official
said Davis’s diplomatic status
was “not clear at all.”

Nicole Ort

ASST. ADS MANAGER

Today

Toddler
suspended for
potty problems
WASHINGTON — Zoe Rosso,
who is  years old, likes to bake
brownies with her mom, go to
tumbling class and make up
elaborate worlds with tiny plastic animals and dolls. Like many

children her age, she sometimes
has difficulty making it to the toilet on time.
That’s why she was suspended
from her preschool. For a month.
Arlington Public Schools’
Montessori preschool at Claremont Elementary “removed”
Zoe in December, asking her
parents not to bring her back to
school for a month or until the
child learned not to have any
more “accidents.”
The principal escorted Zoe
and her mother, Betsy Rosenblatt
Rosso, from the building Dec. .
“The principal told me that Zoe
had had enough chances,” Rosso
said. “That seemed absurd to me.
It came as a total shock.”
Now, Rosso — who had to
effectively shut down her business for a month while she
scrambled to find child care and
still had to pay the preschool’s
$ monthly tuition — is pushing the county and School Board
to change its potty policy. She
calls it her “Potty Manifesto.”
“We would like Arlington
County to revise its policy so
that other kids and other families
won’t have their lives disrupted
like this for something that’s
totally developmentally normal,”
Rosso said. “If a kid is emotionally and intellectually ready for
school . . . then they should have
the ability to go, regardless of
whether their bladder has caught
up with their brain.”
Rosso finds herself at the center of an emotionally charged
parenting issue. As schools push
higher academic expectations
down to ever-younger children,
parents feel pressure to compete
for openings at preschools that
emphasize academic challenge.
Some schools want to maximize their focus on academics
by restricting classes to the fully
toilet-trained.
Small bodies with tiny bladders struggle to keep up.
Elizabeth Page, an early childhood specialist and executive
director of the Falls ChurchMcLean Children’s Center in
Virginia, called the county’s
removal policy “ridiculous.”
“Potty training is very, very
individual, just like learning to
walk and learning to read,” she
said. “You can try to force a child
to be potty-trained, but it’s like

asking a pig to fly. It frustrates
you and irritates the pig.”
Charmaine Ciardi, a Bethesda, Md., child development
psychologist, said preschool
potty policies vary widely
because of state licensing
requirements for hygiene, financing for staff or simply staff
preferences. “In this time when
people are more sensitive with
issues of nudity and sexuality and children, some people
are more reluctant to change a
child,” she said.

Obama sends
budget to
Congress
WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama will send a multitrillion budget to Congress on
Feb. , administration spokesman Kenneth Baer said, setting
up a conflict over spending that
may dominate a divided Congress for the rest of the year.
The budget for fiscal  is
a political document that will
put into precise language the
administration’s priorities for
increasing economic growth
and creating jobs. Republicans
who campaigned on promises
to slash spending took control of
the U.S. House of Representatives
and reduced the Democrats’
majority in the Senate.
“The sooner Washington ends
its dependence on more spending, the sooner our economy
will see real growth,” Sen. Ron
Johnson of Wisconsin said in
Saturday’s weekly Republican
radio address.
Obama says he’s ready to
trim or eliminate programs,
specifically mentioning community action grants to local
governments, to allow spending
increases for his priorities.
“We want to cut with a scalpel as opposed to a chain saw,”
Obama said in an interview
broadcast online by Google’s
YouTube on Jan. .
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said Jan.
 that U.S. budget deficit will
widen this year to a record $.
trillion, partly because of the
$ billion tax-cut measure
passed last month by Congress.
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CORRECTIONS
 In the Jan. 27 issue, the article titled “UPB to ‘rap’ up year with spring concert” incorrectly
stated that tickets for the spring concert go on sale on March 3. They go on sale March 2.
 In the Jan. 18 issue, the article titled “A legacy that inspires our journey” incorrectly
described a banner as decorated by the Asian Student Union. It was actually a banner from the
Chinese Student Association.
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Advertise your
organization’s
event on our
website
Post it on our calendar at

breezejmu.org/calendar

horoscopes
IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:
Born today, you are a rather daring
individual, tempted at times to do things
that others might consider ill-advised or
even downright dangerous simply for the
challenge of doing them — and, it must
be said, for the chance of enjoying the
acclaim that surely comes from doing the
impossible.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You can afford to
be a little more
demonstrative — in personal
situations as well as professional
negotiations.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
You’ll be taking
care of more than
your own, but the situation overall
will empower you and have you
feeling on top of the world.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
You won’t be
expected to do
what others are doing, but you
may be asked to come through.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Make a start, and
the finish line will
approach faster than expected.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
You may have
reason to
celebrate before the day is out,
but you don’t want to think you
are above anyone else.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You’re able to think
a bit more like a
rival, and that will surely give you
a distinct advantage when you
meet face to face.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
Recreation proves
essential to you
at this time, and the more you
explore certain outlets, the
greater your enjoyment.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Now is no time to
let an opportunity
pass you by, even one that
doesn’t seem to promise much in
the way of personal gains.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)
The social scene
provides you with
something you very much need at
this time, though you won’t know
it now.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You want to show
someone new in
your life just what you’re made of,
but how far are you willing to go?
Anticipate consequences.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)
Someone you’ve
only recently met is
likely to tap into certain unspoken
desires. He or she has you
considering new options.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Certain signs will
point to the solution
that you’ve been looking for of
late. The number seven may figure
prominently in your thinking.

We Dig the Dukes!
We need
WRITERS!
breezepress@gmail.com

News

Editors Matt Sutherland & John Sutter E-mail breezenews@gmail.com
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Ice ’burg

Harrisonburg

Police searching
for $2,500 bike

A Harrisonburg Police report sent
on Friday says they are looking for a
$2,500 black customized bicycle stolen
from 1300 block of Devon Lane on Oct.
30 between 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. The
bike was customized to seat the rider
and was made with a carbon frame.
Anyone with information is asked to
call Crime Solvers at 540-574-5050.
Richmond

Goodlatte defends
controversial drilling

U.S. Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va.,
defended a controversial drilling
technique known as hydrofracking,
saying there was no scientific
evidence it harmed the environment,
according to the Daily News-Record.
Hydrofracking is a process where
millions of gallons of water, sand
and chemicals are pumped into
sedimentary formations to release
natural gas. Carrizo Oil and Gas
requested a special-use permit from
the Rockingham County Board of
Supervisors to drill for natural gas in
the Marcellus Shale Field. The board
tabled the request last February to
gain more information about the
proposal.

Ryan freeland / The Breeze

Robert Boag / The Breeze

Committee approves
inmate labor bill

A bill to allow nonviolent inmates
to perform maintenance work on
highway rest areas was recommended
for approval by the Virginia Senate’s
Rehabilitation and Social Services
Committee by a 13-to-1 vote Friday,
according to Senate records. Sen.
Emmett Hanger, R-Mount Solomon,
said he sponsored the bill to save the
state money and help rehabilitate
offenders.

crime

Blair Boswell / contributing photographer

Springfest
case declared
a mistrial
By Aaron Koepper
The Breeze

The trial of a Vienna man photographed in The Breeze on top of a
flaming Dumpster will stay in Rockingham County, despite the court’s
inability to select a jury, a judge said
Thursday.
Peter Richard Morgner,
20, faces seven
felony charges from April’s
Springfest
riot. He is
charged with
four counts of
assaulting a
police officer,
The case of Peter
Richard Morgner,
along with con20, was declared
spiracy to incite
a mistrial on
a riot, destrucWednesday. Morgner’s tion of property
case has been moved
and wearing a
to Feb. 22.
mask in public.
After a jury
could not be selected, Judge T.J. Wilson declared the day’s proceedings a
mistrial, or invalid.
Because of Wednesday’s snow, only
38 of 47 people showed up for jury duty,
and lawyers from both sides were only
able to agree to 19 potential jurors,
which is one short of the 20 required
by Virginia state law.
“We were exceedingly close,” said
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney
Alycia Eldridge, lead prosecutor against
Morgner.
Wilson set the date of Morgner’s
trial for Feb. 22. Wilson also ordered
attorneys to meet Feb. 1 to determine
whether or not the Feb. 22 trial would
violate Morgner’s right to a speedy trial.
Morgner’s defense attorneys, John
Holloran from Harrisonburg and Chris
Kowalczuk from Roanoke, wanted to
move the location of the trial to outside the county, citing the difficulty
the court had in finding potential jurors
who had not heard of the Springfest riot
and did not have personal opinions
about it.
“The large number of jurors struck
for cause was not because of pretrial
publicity,” Wilson told the court. “It was
other things.”
Wilson cited travel problems Thursday morning related to the snowstorm,
as well as unsatisfactory answers given
by potential jurors that were unrelated
to coverage of Springfest and Morgner’s
role in it.
“It’s not about horseshoes or hand
grenades,” Kowalczuk said. “It’s about
the difficulty of the process, and this
see crime, page 5

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Snowplows clear University Boulevard on Wednesday afternoon after the university closed at 2:15 p.m. A woman protects herself
from the gusts of wind and snow as more than 6 inches of snow falls. About 400 students hurl snowballs across the Quad early Thursday morning.

Snowstorm causes traffic
difficulties for commuters

Clearing roadways begins
when snow starts falling

Students launch snowballs in
midnight winter battle

By Stephany Holguin
The Breeze

By Molly Haas
The Breeze

By John Sutter
The Breeze

A lack of experience of driving in snow was
what almost caused Priyanka Singhal to almost
lose control of her car on Wednesday.
Singhal was driving from the Integrated
Science and Technology building toward the
bookstore during the afternoon’s snowstorm.
She was taking a friend home and almost ran
over a group of students who were headed to
UREC, according to Singhal.
“I was trying to put my breaks on but for
some reason my car was not stopping,” said
Singhal, a senior biology major. “I kept on trying
to tap the breaks, I couldn’t stop the car and the
boys just crossed the street even though they
could see me coming.”
Singhal said that she was driving 10 mph in
the weather and had to swerve her car to miss
hitting the men who crossed the street.
The wintry storm that swept through Harrisonburg led to an early closing and treacherous
driving conditions, causing one on-campus car
accident and many more off-campus.
Rain began to fall in the morning, followed
by sleet during midday, which caused wet and
slushy roads. The sleet then turned to snow and
accumulated rapidly.
According to the National Weather Service website, the Rockingham County area
received between 6 and 10 inches of snow.

When the snow starts coming down, the
work just begins in the city of Harrisonburg.
According to a university policy, all employees who are essential to university operations,
such as dining hall employees and snow cleanup crew, are paid overtime when the university
closes.
JMU also has its own fleet of plows that work
within the campus.
The Harrisonburg snowplow crews work in
12-hour shifts until all of the roads are cleared,
said Miriam Dickler, city spokeswoman.
“It can be days or it can be one shift,” Dickler
said. “They run continuously.”
The crews begin work on the most traveled
roads, such as Main Street, Market Street, Port
Republic Road and Cantrell Avenue.
“Those are the roads that emergency vehicles
will need the most,” Dickler said. “Those are the
roads that we know we will need access to.”
When those routes are cleared, the plows
move on secondary roads and finally residential streets. The goal, Dickler said, is to have
everyone within a reasonable distance of a
cleared road.
“Obviously, if people stay off of the roads
then our plows have less to contend with and
we can get the job done faster,” Dickler said.
The current budget for snow removal in

The biggest fight of the year broke out on
Wednesday night.
But this one fight didn’t require police presence and wasn’t broken up by the sound of
sirens.
By midnight on the day of the snowstorm that
closed JMU early, hundreds of people stormed
the Quad, bringing with them defensive and
offensive weapons for an all-out, free-for-all
snowball fight.
With snowballs flying through the air, the
normally serene Quad that welcomes students
to relax, read and throw Frisbees, turned into a
battlefield, with anything resembling a human
form getting struck.
This year’s snowball fight, organized on Facebook as soon as the snow started falling early
Wednesday afternoon, saw approximately 400
people battling it out on the Quad in the pitch
black of night.
Last year’s snowball fight in February saw
close to 1,000 people on the Quad for more than
two hours of hurling snow. Police drove across
the top of the Quad last year in an effort to allow
the snowplows to get through.
This year, there weren’t any uniformed officers or snowplows — just an all-out winter
classic.
“I hope JMU is soon to be known for snowball

see safety, page 5

see roads, page 4

see snowball, page 5

local service

University awarded for community engagement
By Anne Elsea
The Breeze

JMU now has recognition for giving
back to the community.
The university earned the Community Engagement Classification for
2010 from the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teaching.
This classification is given to institutions honoring a commitment to
their respective communities and
its work to exchange knowledge and
resources.
Last year 114 schools of the 154 that
applied earned the classification.
JMU and University of Richmond
were the only Virginia schools to
earn this classification for 2010.
Since 2006, Virginia Tech and Emory
& Henry College have been the only
other Virginia schools to earn this
classification.
JMU earned this classification

because the institution is actively
engaging with the community, said
Jim Shaeffer, associate vice provost
for outreach and engagement at JMU
and the chair of the group that completed the application.
“When we talk about an engaged
institution, it’s talking about leveraging what we bring to the table and
what our partners bring to the table,
it’s a sense of reciprocity and I think
that’s a hallmark of many programs
we have,” Shaeffer said.
The Community Service-Learning program is one of JMU’s biggest
programs. Each year, JMU offers
approximately 30 CS-L courses that
place approximately 1,200 students
in 75 community service agencies.
Break Away 2010, one of the programs
in CS-L, was awarded the Alternative
Spring Break National Program of the
Year.
“I believe that it really speaks to a

lot of the things that JMU is doing and
has been doing for the community
over the years,” said Dan Smolkin, a
senior public policy and administration major and student representative
to the Board of Visitors.

“I believe that it really
speaks to a lot of things
that JMU is doing and
has been doing for the
community over the years.”
Dan Smolkin

student representative to
the Board of Visitors

Shaeffer gave a couple reasons why
he thinks the JMU community should
be proud of this distinction.

“First we’re a public institution; I
think that we believe we have an obligation to give back to the community,”
Shaeffer said. “Number two reason
is one of the mission statements of
JMU includes a statement about giving back to the institution and being
engaged with the community.”
Anthony Bryk, Carnegie Foundation president, is on the committee
that reviews the applications and
determines which institutions receive
the classification.
“It is heartening to see this
level of commitment and activity,” Bryk said in a written statement
o n t h e Fou n d at i o n ’s w eb s i t e.
“Clearly, higher education is making real strides in finding ways
to engage with and contribute to
important community agendas.”
Contact Anne Elsea at
elseaav@dukes.jmu.edu.
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EGYPT | JMU ensures students remain safe before assisting with new plans
from front

and the group continued walking for  more minutes until they
found another route home.
Holt said as they were walking
through the streets, Egyptians
would come up to them and just
want to talk and spread the word
about the protests.
“They just wanted to tell us why
they were there,” Holt said. “Egyptians, protestors were so helpful.
They would point to hotels and
help us where we needed to go. I
was actually comfortable around
those people.”
Even though the final bridge
was taken over by protestors,
they were still able to cross and
get back to their dorms.
“Tear gas still drifted in the
air,” Holt said. “Even the little I
breathed was brutal.”
Despite the riots, Holt still feels
secure at the American University
in Cairo. She said that the area she
is staying in is very upscale, with
numerous embassies and houses.
“I’d rather not leave. I like it
here,” Holt said. “I’m afraid if I
stay here they’ll send me back to
America.”
The United States Department of State issued a voluntary
departure, meaning the they will
assist Americans wishing to leave

Egypt, but a mandatory evacuation of all Americans has not yet
been ordered.
Felix Wang, director of JMU
Study Abroad, said the university is ensuring the three students
are safe and then will work with
them to help them figure out how
they want to continue their study
abroad experience.
“We don’t want to force them
to come back to the U.S.,” Wang
said. “Depending on their decision, we can help them come
home to campus or go to another
country to study.”
“They’re being advised to stay
in the dorms and not go out,”
Wang said. “If they stay on the
university property they’re pretty safe.”
Holt plans to leave Egypt until
the situation calms.
“We are getting away from the
area, we’re just not going back to
America,” Holt said.
While Holt travels, her parents
are waiting for the next time they
will hear from their daughter.
“It’s like a roller coaster,” said a
tearful Mark over the phone. “It’s
definitely a little scary.”
According to Al-Jazeera English, more than  people have
been killed in the protests as of
Sunday evening.

An Egyptian
American’s Response

When Dalia Desouky, an
Egyptian-American and a student studying at JMU, first heard
of the protests, she was excited.
“Everyone was well aware of
the corruption,” said the freshman international affairs major.
“I thought, this is definitely it, it’s
finally going to be a change.”
Desouky was born in the United States but has many friends
and family in Egypt. As the week
progressed, and the riots got
more violent, Desouky became
worried about their safety.
“They have nowhere to go,” she
said. “People are taking advantage of everything happening.”
A friend of Desouky’s, who
lives in Egypt, had her home
attacked and her family’s other
home was burned down.
“I was upset that something
like a revolution that was supposed to be really good turned
into something harmful,”
Desouky said.
People have stolen all of the
merchandise from malls in Cairo
and burned buildings, Desouky
said.
Due to the riots, the government imposed a curfew for all
residents in Cairo.
“Everyone has to stay in their

PHOTO COURTESY OF ED LaJOIE

People demonstrate and hold signs in support of the protesters in Cairo outside the Egyptian embassay in
Washington, D.C. on Tuesday.

apartments,” she said. “There is no
telling when they will be attacked,
so they just have to wait.”
In the next week, Desouky
hopes that Mubarak will step
down.
“Had he really cared for the
country, he would have done

that,” she said.
Holt said the mood and tension is Cairo is getting worse and
more angry as Mubarak has not
responded to the six-day protests. As the military takes greater
control to make the protesters
subside, all Holt and others can

do is to continue to spread the
message of the protesters and
remain out of harm’s way.
CONTACT Molly Haas
at haasmr@dukes.jmu.
edu or John Sutter at
breezenews@gmail.com.

ROADS | Harrisonburg budgeted
nearly $221,000 for snow removal
from page 3

Harrisonburg is $, for the
- fiscal year, according to
Dickler. Specific costs for snow
removal so far is not yet available.
With the city focusing on the
public roads and the university

concentrated within campus,
that leaves apartments and town
home complexes with their own
snow removal policies.
For example, at Pheasant
Run Townhomes, the complex’s
snowplows start working when
the snow begins to fall, said

Courtney Wilson, the marketing
manager. There, the sidewalks
were cleared by around  a.m.
on Thursday morning and the
parking lots finished by noon.
CONTACT Molly Haas at
haasmr@dukes.jmu.edu.

save $I50
ON FIRST FLOOR APARTMENTS
HURRY – SPACES GOING FAST FOR

FALL

extra 1/2 bath in common area + short distance to campus through the arboretum

540.442.4496 | STONEGATEHOUSING.COM

Reserve
Your Off
Campus
Housing for
2011/2012!

• Pet Friendly
• Furnished Apartments
• Rooms From $250/Month
• Separate Leases
•Condos
• Town Homes
• Houses
• Quick Maintenance Calls
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Campus
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WWW.RENTATJMU.COM
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CRIME | Defense concerned about extensive coverage of Morgner’s case
from page 3

was clearly difficult.”
A jury is selected through
questioning by the judge and
attorneys from both sides. The
usually focus on determining
any biases potential jurors may
have relevant to the case or interests they have in its outcome that
might prevent them from weighing evidence fairly.
The jury selection process took
more than six hours because the
jurors were interviewed four, five
and six at a time, instead of in

one large group, which is normally done.
The more extensive questioning process was agreed to in court
Nov. , when Morgner’s attorneys
sought to keep any biases from
pre-trial publicity of the courtroom. Defense attorneys were
concerned extensive coverage
of the case in local media would
make a potential jury more likely
to find Morgner guilty.
In the last round of jury
selection, three of the five
potential jurors were struck as
potential witnesses: One felt that

“I do not believe he
is an appropriate
candidate for bond.
He did not behave
while he was out.”
T.J. Wilson
Judge

his connection to JMU would
prohibit him from judging fairly,
one believed police testimony to

be more reliable then testimony
of other witnesses and another indicated that the defendant
should defend themselves if they
are theoretically innocent.
To this end, Holloran and Kowalczuk questioned the smaller
groups extensively, asking questions including “Have you heard
of the Springfest disturbance?
Did you hear it from the news
media?” to “Do you believe drinking alcohol in a party setting is
morally wrong?”
Several potential jurors
responded they had heard of

Springfest or discussed it with
friends, but only a few jurors
said they recognized Morgner
from local media outlets. One
juror told the court he’d actually
attended Springfest in .
Wilson also rejected Kowalczuk’s request that Morgner, who
has spent seven months in jail,
be released on bail. Morgner
has been in custody since being
found guilty of violating his bail
conditions on Aug. .
“I do not believe he is an
appropriate candidate for bond,”
Wilson said. “He did not behave

while he was out.”
Morgner was previously granted bond for a family vacation in
July  and was charged with
petty larceny in North Carolina.
The charges were dropped and
Morgner family agreed to complete community service hours
instead.
Morgner was a student at Richard Bland College in Petersburg,
Va.
CONTACT Aaron Koepper at
koeppead@dukes.jmu.edu.

SAFETY | City police respond to 20 weather related accidents Wednesday
from page 3

Around the time that JMU
closed at : p.m., South Main
Street resembled a parking lot—
the effect of several accidents. On
South Main, the traffic caused by
students traveling home delayed
the snowplows, according to
Ken Knight, street supervisor for
Harrisonburg.
“There was only one accident
and several disabled vehicles or
motorists assist, that’s when we
help them out of a ditch or jump

start their car,” said Lee Shifflett,
JMU police chief.
According to Shifflett, most
accidents occurred on University Boulevard.
The Harrisonburg Police
Department responded to about
 weather-related car accidents
and numerous disabled vehicles
citywide, said Mary-Hope Vass,
HPD spokeswoman.
“Many of the cars ran off the
road, one struck a telephone
pole and some slid and collided
at intersections,” Vass said.

SNOWBALL | More
than 400 people rush the
Quad at midnight
from page 3

fights,” said Maggie Pilson, a
freshman interdisciplinary liberal studies major. “I hope we
can make it a tradition here.”
While some people just used
their hands to pack the white
powdery stuff, others brought
slingshots, lacrosse sticks and
shields.
“I brought it out so I can snipe
people from far away,” said
Jake Victor, a freshman justice
studies major, referring to the
slingshot he was reloading. “It’s
always a hit with everyone.”
Victor and his two gunners held their position next to
Moody Hall, perfect location to
launch offensive attacks without
getting hit back. The men found
their next target: three shirtless
men running up the Quad from
Harrison Hall.
“We’re demonstrating the
JMU spirit here,” said Justin Bell,
a freshman and one of the shirtless guys. “Go big or go home,
which means going shirtless.”
The clock struck : a.m.
and even though it was a freefor all, a pack moved in sync,
like a herd of buffalo, charging
up the Quad to the Wilson Hall
steps, hurling snowballs at those
who sought the steps’ height
advantage.
As Bell and his other shirtless
friends became the instant target of everyone’s snowballs, a
group of freshmen women used
the bushes and their boyfriends
by Alumnae Hall to keep them
protected.
“All these people have big talk
and no game,” said Josie Zeman,
a freshman hospitality major.
“It’s a war out here. I’ve thrown
lots of hits at people. I search for
the heads.”
It was : a.m. and the
crowd charged again, this time

rushing back down the Quad,
toward Harrison Hall.
Pilson joined Zeman in their
semi-protected area outside
President Linwood Rose’s office.
Her plan was to hide behind the
bushes, pop up and hit unsuspecting people and then hide
again before a retaliatory shot
could come her way.
“All the people, the guys,
don’t realize they could get hit
by little girls,” Pilson said. “We
are independent and strong. We
know where to hide behind the
bushes.”
While some hid behind bushes, others used inner tubes,
cardboard and other objects as
shields throughout the night.
Eventually with arms exhausted and a few fresh bruises, these
warriors headed back, mostly to
dorms, falling asleep and praying
for a snow day to get up and do it
all over again.

“All the people, the
guys, don’t realize
they could get hit
by little girls. We
are independent
and strong. We
know where to hide
behind the bushes.”
Maggie Pilson
freshman

While no snow day came,
a late opening gave them and
the Quad a few extra hours to
recover.
CONTACT John Sutter at
breezenews@gmail.com.

“Many of the cars ran
off the road, one struck
a telephone pole and
some slid and collided
at intersections.”
Mary-Hope Vass
Police spokeswoman

HPD did not have extra officers
on patrol on Wednesday, because

it was considered a regular day,
Vass said.
Even though JMU Police also
considered it a normal working
day, Shifflett brought four additional off-campus officers to
patrol on campus and assist in
any way needed.
During these types of snowstorms the university has a
procedure for closing.
Shifflett is one of the officers
who checks on-campus and
off-campus road conditions. He
checks apartment complexes,

parking lots, stairs, sidewalks and
talks with the grounds crew.
“I call the transit to see their
thoughts and call [Senior Vice
President] Charles King and
give him my observations and
thoughts,” Shifflett said. “He then
calls the president and at that
point the decision is made and
it’s given to me.”
Don Egle, the university
spokesman, posts the announcement online and distributes it to
the media.
Shifflett also informs UREC,

the department of transportation and information technology,
which distributes the information
through mass text messages and
phone calls. This whole process
happens within an hour.
On a day when the snow starts
in the evening and lasts through
the night, Shifflett explained that
the process begins at  a.m. and
finishes by  a.m.
CONTACT Stephany
Holguin at holguise@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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EDITORIAL

Standard to set

In December 2009, hundreds, if not thousands, of students gathered
in the East Campus Library to safely relieve finals week tension in
a rave. A few months later, thousands again gathered on the snowcovered Quad for a snowball fight. Both were organized mostly
through Facebook.
In April, thousands partied on Village Lane after seeing Facebook events
advertising the Springfest block party. The end result was the now-infamous
riot with tear gas, rubber bullets and multiple arrests.
Last week, social media was used as a response instead of an organizer, to inform people about a violent situation that occurred at the Lambda
Chi Alpha house. The reports of eye-witnesses, and those associated with
them, spread quickly, showing yet again the effect of social media on the
news cycle.
Social media increases visibility, before and after. Before the rapid growth
online over the past few years, similar incidents certainly happened, but
information spread through word of mouth, which is much slower. We may
not have known about them as quickly or even at all.
After publishing two articles expanding upon the assault based on reliable witness accounts, comments, tweets and Facebook posts exploded;
some of these originated from athletes. Such posts are sure to be a nightmare for public affairs offices at JMU, but they also lead us and our readers
to important information.
Such reports must always be investigated and verified against other information, but just because something originated from Twitter doesn’t mean
it isn’t true.
According to Jeff Bourne, director of Athletics, JMU is cooperating with
police on the investigation into the assault.
“We have been told that there’s one person who is definitely a member
of the football program,” Bourne told The Breeze.
In several places, online users have pinpointed at least one possibility of
who this could be. We’ll wait for police to complete their investigation and
charge the  or so perpetrators.
If all the if’s fall into line — if students were involved in this assault, if it
was premeditated and if the assault was as brutal as witnesses have told The
Breeze and posted online — then the university needs to expel anyone who
does not represent the Madison way and for the legal system to uphold our
society’s values and punish them to the full extent.
Let’s all keep an eye on the Web to see what else happens. Sometimes
that’s where we can find the best information.
EDITORIAL BOARD:
Katie Thisdell

Kaleigh Somers

Editor-in-Chief

Opinion Editor

Drew Beggs

Robert Boag

Managing Editor

Photo Editor

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Convocation Center woes

On Jan. , the administration
attempted to fix an enormous mistake.
They returned a third section of risers
to the floor for student seating at the
Convocation Center and removed the
awful-looking inflatable Duke Dog present at basketball games.
However, these minor modifications do not rectify the injustice that
was done. Replacing the old, loud-if
you-stomped-on-them, wooden, fivelevel bleachers with the soft, non-noise
making, three-level risers was a travesty. They should have been replaced with
purple retracting bleachers. While this
change already cut how many students
would fit on the floor (more than 
students used to fit) the administration
took it one step further: They removed
two sections on the floor. All four floor
sections should be open to the students,
as they have been since the building

Fashion blog upset

After reading the article “International fashion blog starts JMU branch”
published on Jan. , I was highly
offended by Ashley Ward’s comment
that “it’s often difficult to find fashionable students on campus...” Personally,
I believe there are a lot of women on this
campus who are either up on the runway trends or are ahead of the fashion
“in’s.”
I took a look at her blog on CollegeFashionista.com and liked what I saw.
It’s a really cool idea, but she portrayed
JMU’s female students as the type to not
look fashionable on campus because

A “you’re-the-best” pat to the
workers in Mrs. Green’s during
dinner for bumping up the music
while closing.
From the Chandler Hall residents
who will continue to close down the
place with our dance parties and
singing.
A “waking-up-with-the-wrongsound-in-the-head” dart to myself
for buying a ridiculous ring tone
thinking it would be funny.
From a girl who woke up at  a.m.
on Thursday to raccoons tussling
when JMU called to announce the
delay of school.

Editorial
Policies
The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

opened.
This mistake only compounds the
issue that some members of the administration would rather have a welcome
mat and sing “Kumbaya” with the
opposing team than allow our own
players to have a home court advantage. The students sitting on the floor are
told not to heckle the opposing team,
an egregious denial of the advantage
of playing in front of your home crowd.
I implore the administration to place
risers back on the fourth quadrant
immediately, replace the risers in the
off-season and allow the students and
pep band to be an advantage. The signs
that read “MADhouse, Where the th
Man Lives” cannot become true until
the spirit stops being trampled upon.
Brandon Sweeney
2007 economics graduate

“it’s difficult to find fashionable students.” This comment visible on the Web
may make others believe the women of
Madison cannot dress fashionably.
I completely disagree. Maybe if Ward
walked around campus and actually
took a look at what others are wearing,
instead of just judging female students
on the Quad, she would notice that
many women at JMU are trendy and
chic.
Leslie Fey
senior kinesiology major

A “thanks-for-the-warning” dart
to Parking Services for closing half of
the commuter spots in the Warsaw
Avenue Parking Deck.
From an angry senior who
would’ve been happy to take the bus if
she’d known.
A “neither-rain,-sleet,-hail-norsnow” pat to the Copper Beech bus
driver who fearlessly drove a packed
bus home safely.
From a very grateful senior.
A “stop-being-lazy” dart to the
weekend.
From your homework.

ROTC in Ivy League
Faculty may not welcome program, some say it’s out of date
President Obama on Tuesday called
for all college campuses “to open their
doors to our military recruiters and the
ROTC,” saying that it is “time to move
forward as one nation.” Similar calls
have been issued since the repeal of
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” as many urge
ROTC to return to the Ivy League and
other leading universities to reconnect the armed forces with the upper
tier of American society. But expanding ROTC into these institutions is the
wrong approach.
First, we note that it is a myth that
the privileged do not wish to serve.
Many men and women from privileged
backgrounds are serving with distinction. (The Buckley School in New York
recently had one-third of two graduating classes serving in Iraq at the same
time.) But military service is unlikely
or inconvenient for many students
at prestigious universities for several
reasons. In addition to the dearth of
ROTC units, there’s the indifference
of the services to recruiting officers
from this part of the population and
the near-elimination of Officer Candidate School billets for those without
prior enlisted service.
And while some college leaders
may want ROTC back, faculties are
likely to be unenthusiastic. Given that
the nation is fighting two unpopular
wars, with the possibility of more in
the future, the military will always be
an outside, uncomfortable and largely
isolated presence on college campuses. Nor will the Pentagon be eager to
send uniformed personnel — who
are in short supply — to costly locations where they will recruit and train
what is likely to be a small yield of new
officers.
Rather than expanding ROTC into
elite institutions, it would be better to
replace ROTC over time with a more
efficient, more effective and less costly
program to attract the best of America’s
youth to the services and perhaps to
military careers.
Except from an economic perspective, ROTC isn’t efficient for students.
They take courses from faculty almost
invariably less prepared and experienced to teach college courses, many of
which do not count for credit and cover

material more akin to military training
than undergraduate education. Weekly drills and other activities dilute the
focus on academic education.
ROTC was begun before World War
I to create an officer corps for a large
force of reservists to be mobilized in a
national emergency. It has outgrown
this purpose and evolved into just
another source of officers for a military
establishment that has integrated regulars and reservists into a “total force”
in which the difference is between
part-time and full-time soldiering.

An “oh,-your-manners-outsideare-frightful” dart to the group of
people who laughed at me from the
four-way intersection all the way
to Warren Hall because  inches of
snow fell from the traffic light directly
onto my head.
From a disgruntled girl who could
have used a “You OK?”

An “I’m-so-jealous” pat to all the
kids wearing animal hats, such
as the panda, red panda, wolf ears
and reindeer antlers.
From the girl with just a pom-pom
hat.

A “you’re-not-making-astatement” dart to the boy walking
around campus on a snow day with
no shoes.
From two juniors who won’t be
suffering from pneumonia this winter.
A “quiet-down,-you” dart to the
freshman girl who thought it was
appropriate to Skype her friend in the
quiet section of Carrier Library.
From a sophomore who was
actually using the library for her
massive research paper — not to chat
with her friends.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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Given that the nation is
fighting two unpopular
wars, with the possibility
of more in the future,
the military will
always be an outside,
uncomfortable and
largely isolated presence
on college campuses.

The armed services should consider a program modeled in part on
the Marine Platoon Leaders Corps to
attract the nation’s most promising
young people. In a national competition similar to ROTC scholarships,
students should be recruited for four
years of active duty and four years of
reserve service by means of all-expenses-paid scholarships to the college or
university of their choice. Many would
no doubt take these lucrative grants
to the nation’s most distinguished
schools, where they would get topflight educations and could devote full
attention on campus to their studies.
Youths would gain their military
training and education by serving in
the reserve or National Guard during
college (thus fulfilling their reserve
obligation). Being enlisted would
teach them basic military skills and
give them experience in being led
before becoming leaders themselves.
As reservists during college, they

A “baby,-you-could-be-myfirework” pat to the guy blasting
Katy Perry in the Warsaw Avenue
Parking Deck the other day.
From an amused senior girl.
A “thanks-but-no-thanks” dart
to JMU for calling me at : a.m. to
inform me of the delayed opening.
From someone who thinks a text
message would have sufficed.
An “I-don’t-care-how-big-yourengine-is” dart to the guy at  a.m.
revving up his car for  minutes.
From a sleeping beauty who knows
size only matters in certain instances.

would be obligated to deploy only
once, which would not unduly delay
their education or commissioned
service. They could receive their officer education at Officer Candidate
School summer camps or after graduation from college. This program could
also be available to those who do not
win scholarships but are qualified and
wish to serve.
History tells us that the career retention of OCS graduates is essentially the
same as that of graduates of the service
academies and ROTC. This new program would not only be the least costly
method of providing a quality, diverse
officer corps but would also attract a
variety of students inclined to serve
their country, including those outstanding youngsters who want or need
money for college but do not want to
go to a service academy or be limited
to those colleges that have, or are near,
ROTC units.
The Har vards, Amhersts and
Georgetowns of America would probably have more students in military
training than they do today or are likely to in the future with ROTC units on
campus. And such a program would
raise the visibility and attractiveness
of military service at the institutions
where many of the nation’s future leaders are being educated.
Such a system would cost less while
attracting more, and more outstanding, youth to military service, spare
uniformed officers for a maxed-out
military establishment, and reconnect
the nation’s leadership to military service - a concern since the beginning of
the all-volunteer armed force.
John Lehman, a former secretary
of the Navy, is an investment banker
in New York and an overseer of the
University of Pennsylvania School
of Engineering. Richard H. Kohn is a
professor of military history at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
and a former chief of Air Force history. Both served on the Independent
Review Panel for the  Quadrennial Defense Review.
John Lehman and Richard H. Kohn,
The Washington Post

A “save-it-for-eHarmony” dart
to the girls who use The Breeze as a
booty-call forum.
From a senior who remembers
when pats were funny.
A “that-was-smooth” pat to the
guy who tried to jump the chain
fence in front of Burruss Hall, but
then his foot got caught and his
water bottle went flying out of his
backpack.
From another hurried student.
A “thank-you,-thank-you” pat to
the girl and the RA who helped when
I was locked out of my room.
From a girl who appreciated not
having to walk around in her towel.
A “get-a-room” dart to all the
couples who think PDA is OK.
From a lifeguard who will not stop
staring until you feel weird and leave.

“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world
is indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by
reason and humanity over error and oppression.”

— james madison, 
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Discussion to diminish debt Egypt enraged,
Long-term reduction plan nowhere to be seen, several theories arise
In his State of the Union address
Tuesday night, President Obama failed
to present a credible plan for long-term
debt reduction. It’s no secret that we
think he made a big mistake. If America
can’t get a handle on its finances, everything else is at risk: military strength, the
safety net for the poor, the ability to invest
for future economic growth. But now that
the president has punted, is there any
conceivable path toward fiscal sanity?
Last year it seemed the president had
set out on such a path. He appointed
a bipartisan commission to study the
debt, the idea being that it could propose solutions that everyone knows are
needed but are so politically charged
neither party dares propose them first.
And the commission, chaired by Democrat Erskine Bowles and Republican Alan
Simpson, came through: It produced a
credible plan that won support from
key members of both parties. Obama
could have embraced the results without accepting every facet of them and
challenged congressional leaders to do
the same, with the goal of fashioning a
debt-reduction plan that would reassure
markets and international lenders.
The president took a cagier route. He
hailed the commission’s “important
progress” without endorsing any of its
recommendations. He acknowledged
that the government will have to raise
taxes, but said it in such a convoluted way

— referring to the need to cut “spending
through tax breaks and loopholes” —
that no one could possibly understand.
He pledged a willingness to reform Social
Security, but “without slashing benefits
for future generations” — phrasing that
conceivably left him room to reduce benefits, below some slash threshold known
only to him, while sounding as though he
opposes any cuts at all.
What could explain such cynicism?
One theory would be that Obama doesn’t
agree about the seriousness of the problem. If this is so, his rhetoric — two years
ago he warned, “We can no longer afford
to leave the hard choices for the next
budget, the next administration or the
next generation,” and on Tuesday he reiterated, “Now, the final step — a critical
step — in winning the future is to make
sure we aren’t buried under a mountain
of debt” — is just that, rhetoric. But the
arithmetic is so clear, and mainstream
economists are so in agreement, that it
seems unlikely that Obama would be a
secret dissenter.
A second possibility is that he calculated the chances of getting a deal at close
to zero. House Republicans are convinced that the problem can be solved
simply by cutting spending. The arithmetic again says otherwise, but until
they come around, Obama may have
concluded that there’s no point in trying to bargain —might as well wait until

. In that case the key goal would be
reelection, which would explain why the
Tuesday speech at times sounded like a
campaign kickoff : drawing distinctions
between Democratic farsightedness
and Republican myopia, and appealing
to core interest groups such as teachers,
construction workers and senior citizens.
The third, and scariest, possibility is
this: The White House may have decided that debt reduction is so tough it has
to await what officials, speaking not
for attribution, have termed a “forcing
event” — a spike in interest rates, a reluctance by foreigners to buy U.S. debt or
some other market disruption that would
frighten Congress into action. What’s
disturbing about this idea is that such
“forcing events” tend to take on lives of
their own; once a panic starts, it’s not
easily controlled.
It’s not too late for Obama to apply
a different kind of forcing event: presidential leadership. We understand it’s
tough. Americans say they want deficit
reduction, but they oppose just about
every kind of tax hike or spending cut
needed to make deficit reduction happen. But they also are genuinely worried
about the debt and the European example. Candor, instead of caginess, might
yield results.
Editorial Page editors, The
Washington Post

Cut sugar costs, save jobs
New bill seeks to eliminate near-monopoly, increase consumer spending
Congress and the Obama administration are in the market for fresh ideas
to create jobs. Or so we are told. So far,
however, we haven’t seen too many
specifics — but that may be about to
change. Two senators, one from each
party, have introduced legislation that
would phase out the costly, job-destroying federal sugar program. Democrat
Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire
and Republican Mark Kirk of Illinois
call their bill the Stop Unfair Giveaways
and Restrictions (SUGAR) Act. Despite
the cutesy title, it’s a serious and necessary proposal.
Current law is a pastiche of protectionist measures that drives up prices for
consumers in two ways. First, , U.S.
sugar cane and sugar beet farmers share
a government-guaranteed  percent of
the U.S. market; the remaining  percent gets divided among some  lucky
sugar-exporting countries, plus Mexico,
which recently started exporting here

under the North American Free Trade
Agreement. Second, the government
guarantees minimum prices for both
raw cane sugar and refined beet sugar.
The combined effect of these measures
has been to keep the U.S. price well
above the world price. According to Shaheen, consumers pay an extra $ billion
for their food because of these policies.

When food costs more,
consumers buy less
of it, and processors
must cut production.
When food costs more, consumers
buy less of it, and processors must cut
production. Therefore, U.S. sugar policy
costs jobs among bakers, candy makers
and other food processors. Estimates

vary; Promar International, an agriculture consulting firm, produced a
figure of , jobs lost between
 and . In , the Commerce
Department estimated that the sugar
program cost three manufacturing jobs
for each job it saved in sugar growing and harvesting. And, by the way,
job preservation in U.S. sugar growing
and harvesting came at the expense of
agricultural employment in poorer sugar-producing countries.
Shaheen and Kirk have offered
President Obama and the Republican
leadership in the House a commonsense way to keep their promises to get
rid of unnecessary government regulation and liberate the job-creating
energy of the market. As such, it’s also a
good early test of the sincerity of those
promises.
Editorial Page editors, The
Washington Post

citizens win

On Friday, hundreds of thousands
of Egyptians did something that the
Obama administration, and many
others in Washington, believed they
would never do: They rose up against
their government, demanding an end
to President Hosni Mubarak’s autocracy. They overwhelmed the security
forces that Mubarak deployed in an
attempt to crush them; they defied
a nighttime curfew even after Army
units were deployed. They burned
the headquarters of the ruling party
in Cairo and in several other cities.
By nightfall, it seemed clear that only
two events could end their revolution:
a massive use of force by the Army or
Mubarak’s yielding of power.
The United States should be using
all of its influence — including the
more than $ billion in aid it supplies
annually to the Egyptian military — to
ensure the latter outcome. Yet, as so
often has happened during the Arab
uprising of the past several weeks,
the Obama administration on Friday appeared to be behind events.
It called for an end to the violence
against demonstrators and for a lifting of the regime’s shutdown of the
Internet and other communications.
Encouragingly, the White House
press secretary said that the administration “will review our assistance
posture based on events that take
place in the coming days.”
But U.S. statements assumed that
the -year-long rule of the -yearold Mubarak would continue. After
speaking to Mubarak, President
Barack Obama said Friday night that
he would continue to work with the
Egyptian president; he did not mention elections. Instead, in an apparent
attempt to straddle the two sides, the
administration suggested that the
solution to the crisis would come
through “engagement” between the
regime and the protesters.
“We’re encouraging the government . . . to try to engage in a
discussion as to what the legitimate
claims being made are, if they are,
and to try to work them out,” Vice
President Joe Biden said in a Thursday night interview on PBS, adding
that he would not call Mubarak a
dictator and did not think he should
step down.
This view is very likely to prove as
unrealistic as the administration’s
previous conviction that Mubarak’s
regime was, as Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton put it on
Tuesday, “stable” and “responding
to the legitimate needs and interests
of the Egyptian people.” In fact, it is

far-fetched to suppose that the aging
strongman — whom the vast majority of Egyptians regard as a dictator
— will agree to a serious dialogue
with his opponents, much less adopt
reforms he has rejected for decades.
In an address on Egyptian television early Saturday, Mubarak
sounded unyielding, warning of
“chaos” and portraying the country’s
grievances as mainly economic. His
only concession was the dismissal of his Cabinet — a step that will
not defuse the demands for his own
departure.

It’s dangerous to
assume that the
energized and enraged
Egyptian populace will
be induced to stand
down by any promises
Mubarak might make.

It’s dangerous to assume that the
energized and enraged Egyptian populace will be induced to stand down
by any promises Mubarak might
make. To question, as Biden did,
whether the protesters’ demands are
“legitimate” is particularly obtuse.
In fact, the leaders of the uprising,
including former U.N. nuclear official Mohamed ElBaradei, have set
forward a moderate and democratic platform. They seek the lifting of
a hated emergency law that outlaws
even peaceful political assembly; the
right to freely organize political parties; and changes to the constitution
to allow free democratic elections.
Their platform could transform Egypt,
and the Middle East, for the better.
But the precondition for change is
Mubarak’s departure from office.
Rather than calling on an intransigent ruler to implement “reforms,” the
administration should be attempting
to prepare for the peaceful implementation of the opposition platform.
It should be reaching out to ElBaradei
— who Friday night was reported to
be under house arrest — and other
mainstream opposition leaders. And
it should be telling the Egyptian army,
with no qualification, that the violent
suppression of the uprising will rupture its relationship with the United
States.
Peter Bouckaert, The Washington
Post

FULL BAR NOW OPEN!
Come in & check out nightly specials

Lunch Specials Mon-Thur

from $2.99-$4.99 - over 36 options!

15% off with Student ID
Not valid w/ other offer

540.433.1656
68 S. Carlton Street
Harrisonburg, Va 22801

Mon-Thur 11am-10pm

(Closed Tuesday)

Fri & Sat- 11am-11pm
Sunday 12pm-9pm

745 East Market Street
Harrisonburg, Virginia

JMU, we’re
not laughing...
... send in your
darts & pats!
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let us know who you think will win the
super bowl and why
at breezesports@gmail.com
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‘I’m blessed...’
Transfer finds strength through religion, basketball
By Thomas Estes
The Breeze

In 1990, “The Humpty Dance” by the Digital
Underground reached No. 1 on the Billboard
Rap Singles Chart.
While the rap group was making a name for
itself, their hit single became the inspiration of
a nickname for one Cleveland toddler.
“My mom said when I was a baby, I was
always happy and danced when the ‘humpty hump’ came on,” junior guard Anthony
“Humpty” Hitchens said. “It just adapted to
me when I was three and it stuck to me since.”
Hitchens, a native of Cleveland, moved to
Chillicothe, Ohio before high school after his
father, Craig Anthony Hitchens, gained custody of him.
“When he first got custody of me, when I
moved down [Chillicothe], I thought it was all
about basketball,” Hitchens said. “He was so
hard on me like it was basketball, basketball,
basketball and I’m like, ‘It’s more to life than
that.’ ”

“He’s with me all the time.
I’mma wear that on my
chest with Hitchens on my
back to represent him.”
Humpty Hitchens
Junior guard

dan gorin / the breeze

ryan freeland / the breeze

Junior guard Humpty Hitchens has found his niche among numerous Ohio natives on the
JMU roster. The trusted ball handler lists the Cleveland Cavaliers and Miami Heat as his
favorite NBA teams.

Hitchens later found more than basketball
by beginning to build his relationship with
God.
His stepmother’s father and her brother are
both pastors and this connection to the church
sparked Hitchens’ interest in regularly attending services and reading the Bible.
“I’m blessed to know God and to have Him
as a spiritual father because a lot of people
don’t know Him,” Hitchens said.
Last year, while a sophomore at the University of Akron, Hitchens leaned on his
spiritual father more than ever after his
earthly father died suddenly on the morning of April 13 at the age of 41.
“That’s the worse thing that ever happened to me in my life,” Hitchens said. “It’s
a messed up situation to be honest but that’s
life.”
Hitchens was not the first person on the
JMU men’s basketball team to lose his father.
Freshman guard Chad Jackson lost his father
during his freshman year of high school.
“I went through the same thing,” Jackson
said. “I’m just there for him and he’s just there
for me. We just talk a lot.”
Craig Hitchens was a standout basketball
and baseball player during high school in
Ohio. So much so, he earned a tryout with the
Cincinnati Reds, but broke his ankle and never
played again.
It was because of his father’s prominence in
the state that prompted Hitchens’ transfer from
Akron to JMU this past summer.

On the court
5 feet 9 inches tall
175 pounds
Hometown: Chillicothe, Ohio
Has started all 23
games this season
n Transferred to JMU after two
years at the University of Akron
n Currently averaging 8.4 points,
2 assists, 1.9 rebounds and
30.1 minutes per game
n
n
n
n

“I just wanted to get out of Ohio because
a lot of people knew my dad,” Hitchens said.
“When I came out here, it was peaceful. Not too
many people knew me or my dad, so I wasn’t
hearing it every day.”
Hitchens found peace at JMU surrounded
by players that he knew from Ohio. He had
met JMU guards junior A.J. Davis and redshirt
sophomore Devon Moore in ninth grade and
played with junior forward Julius Wells during
his high school years.
“They welcomed me,” said Humpty, a sports
and recreation management major. “I know a
lot of people that’s from Ohio out here. I played
with and against a lot of players that’s out here.
They came to me quick and when I came out
here, I just felt welcomed.”
Hitchens had been accustomed to wearing the number 24 at Akron, but that number
was given to Jackson before he arrived. The
Dukes issued him 12, not knowing that it had
been Humpty’s father’s playing number.
“He’s with me all the time,” Hitchens said.
“I’mma wear that on my chest with Hitchens
on my back to represent him.”
Citing his emotional hardship this season,
the NCAA waived the required one-year redshirt for Hitchens, which allowed him to play
immediately for the Dukes.
“That’s a life experience, unfortunately that everyone will have to experience at
one point,” head coach Matt Brady said.
“Shockingly, [Humpty] went through it at
such a young age with a father that he was
so incredibly close with.”
In his first season at JMU, Hitchens has
already experienced success. He averages 8.4
points, 2 assists and 1.9 rebounds.
However, Hitchens was emotionally sidelined again after his grandfather died this
past Thanksgiving.
Hitchens will not allow the deaths of two
male role models to make him forget his purpose for living. With the team in the heart of
a race for a conference championship, the
business at hand is on the court.
“I’m just going to grind and do what I
have to do for [my family],” Hitchens said.
“Because at the end of the day, the only thing
that matters is family.”
Contact Thomas Estes at
estesto@dukes.jmu.edu.

men’s golf

Dukes escape winter blast, head to Florida to open season
By Megan Harman
contributing writer

While JMU students endure cold
weather in the valley, junior golf captain Michael Smith is looking forward
to returning to his hometown to play at
the Jacksonville University Invitational in
sunny Florida.
The men’s golf team began play at their
first tournament of the season today at
the TPC Sawgrass Stadium Course in
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl. Fortunately for
JMU, Smith lives on the property.
“There are two courses that run next
to each other, the Valley course and the
Stadium course,” Smith said. “We built a
house on the Valley course when I was
six and that’s when I started playing golf.”
Since then, Smith plays the course at
least 20 times per year.
“Knowing the course and playing on
it my whole life is obviously an advantage,” Smith said. “Golf is a game that you
think your way around, not necessarily
play your way around.”
Five JMU players traveled with the
team and the final team score is taken
from the best four.
The course is home to the annual
PGA Tour Players Championship, as
well as the infamous “island hole” at No.
17. Head coach Jeff Forbes embraces its
difficulty.
“It will probably be the hardest,”
Forbes said. “No, it will definitely be the
hardest course we play this year.”
The invitational is a two-day

tournament with 32 holes played today
and a deciding 18 holes on tomorrow.
Fifteen teams will be participating,
including in-state competitors Liberty
University and Old Dominion University.
“On other courses, you can hit [the
ball] in bad spots and end up with good
scores,” Smith said. “But this course, you
could hit a perfect shot and it wouldn’t
be perfect. It is more about missing [the
ball] in the right spot, than hitting perfect shots all day.”

“Golf is a game that you
think your way around,
not necessarily play
your way around.”
Michael Smith
Junior golf captain

Smith’s relationship with the course
is something the team plans to use to
its advantage. With anticipation being
paramount in golf, having a player who
knows exactly what’s next is invaluable. This past week of practice, Smith,
a team captain, has already motivated
and prepped the team for the tournament and the course.
Instead of spending the nights at his
house, Smith has joined his team at the
Marriott Hotel at the Sawgrass Resort.
see Golf, page 10

photo courtesy of St. Johns County Visitors & Conventions Bureau

The men’s golf team will travel to Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., to play on the The Tournament Players Club at the Sawgrass Stadium
Course. The Stadium Course has been ranked No. 2 in Florida, No. 11 in the U.S. and No. 32 in the world by Golf Digest magazine.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: JMU 56, TOWSON 45

Sixth win in a row for Evans and company
Senior guard Dawn Evans
helped the Dukes (- in the
Colonial Athletic Association,
- overall) continue their win
streak Sunday afternoon, as
JMU defeated the Towson University Tigers (-, -), -.
Evans scored a game-high 
points, but did not score a threepointer for only the second time
this season.
JMU led by as many as , but
Towson was able to cut the lead
to two, -, with : left.
The Dukes outscored Towson

- in the final three minutes,
including six points by senior
center Lauren Jimenez, who
finished with  points and
a game-high nine rebounds.
Evans and Jimenez accounted
for all  of JMU’s points in the
final : to give the Dukes the
win.
Another noteable statistic
was the improvement in the
Dukes’ shooting percentage.
The women hit a season-high
 percent ( for ) from the
field.

JMU won the rebounding battle -, despite committing 
turnovers. The Tigers’ shooting
was limited to just  percent for
the game.
With the victory, JMU won
for the th time in  games
to remain tied atop the CAA
standings. Both Old Dominion
University and the University of
North Carolina Wilmington won
on Sunday afternoon to improve
to - in conference play as well.

Super Bowl!
E-mail us at breezesports@gmail.com
The best comments will be printed.

Roethlisberger looks for redemption

— staff reports

MEN’S BASKETBALL: JMU 77, DELAWARE 71

Dukes come back from -point deficit
JMU men’s basketball (- in
the Colonial Athletic Association,
- overall) won another close
game Saturday night in Newark,
Del.
Trailing by  points with 
minutes left in the game, the
Dukes went on a - streak
to beat the reeling University of
Delaware Blue Hens (-, -)
-.
After an ugly first half in which
JMU shot just  percent ( for
), Delaware used three consecutive three-pointers midway
through the second half to take a

GOLF |

- lead with : to go. From
that point, the Dukes stepped up
the pressure on defense, both
full-court and half-court, and put
a higher emphasis on movement
around the arc and penetration
in the lane.
The Blue Hens stayed in front
until the final three minutes. With
the score tied at -, sophomore
forward Kelvin McNeil missed a
go-ahead layup for Delaware.
Senior forward Denzel Bowles
responded with a jumper with
: to go for - lead, JMU’s
first since it was -.

Bowles had  points on  for
 shooting and is averaging .
points in his last six contests.
JMU’s seven road wins ties for
fifth most in program history. The
Dukes won for the fifth time in
their last seven meetings with the
Blue Hens after dropping the first
nine in the head-to-head series
JMU is currently fifth in the
conference and will face the th
ranked William & Mary Tribe on
Wednesday at the Convocation
Center.
— staff reports

Team to take on infamous 17th hole

from page 9

This will allow him to view the
event as just another tournament rather than a long-awaited
homecoming.
“He knows the course,”
Forbes said. “There’s good and
bad knowing a course that well,
but we’ll take advantage of Mike’s
experience and hopefully we’ll go
out there and pull it off.”
Depending on the weather, the
team practices six days per week
for three hours each day. The winter temperature in Harrisonburg
requires a lot more clothing and
makes a sport, such as golf, even
harder. Warmer weather may
benefit the players’ performance.
“Anytime it’s warm, you’re
going to play a little better and the

ball’s going to fly a little farther,”
Forbes said. “You don’t have to
wear as many clothes.”
Sophomore Ryan Vince visited Smith over winter break and
had a chance to golf the Stadium
course. He plans on using that
experience to better his play this
week.
“I know it’s going to be tough,
but everyone else has to play
the same course as you,” Vince
said. “Just play the best you can
and even if you don’t shoot well,
you’re going to be all right.”
When asked about the infamous “island hole” at No. ,
Vince said it was “visually intimidating because it’s an island
green, but you have to think of it
as any other hole.”
The “island hole” is known as

NFL

one of the world’s most photographed golf holes. Growing up
playing the course, Smith said
the nerves come every time you
step up to the tee box.
“Basically, there’s an island
and if you don’t hit the green,
you’re in the water,” Smith said.
“No matter if you’re Tiger Woods
or the worst golfer in the world,
you’re nervous.”
Having shot a career low of 
(one under par) at the Stadium
course, Smith has learned one
lesson about the game.
“The most important thing
in golf is to take it one shot at a
time,” Smith said.
CONTACT Megan Harman at
harmanmt@dukes.jmu.edu.

By MIKE WISE
The Washington Post

Seven days before the Super
Bowl, Ben Roethlisberger is
frighteningly morphing into
Ben Redemption.
He is being hailed in
some quarters for his ability
to overcome nefarious
perceptions about his
character, to overcome
his made-up-their-minds
detractors, the people who
want to bring him down like
the New York Jets wished they
could a week ago.
But Big Ben has only one
person to overcome if he wants
to change how people view
him: Ben Roethlisberger.
He’s the one who bought
kids alcohol last summer,
walked into a nightclub
bathroom in Milledgeville, Ga.,
with a sauced young woman
and left it to police to decide
what really happened behind
closed doors after she cried
rape.
Though charges were never
brought against him, those
negative perceptions were not
invented; he created them. He’s
the one who was sued in civil
court by a woman in Nevada
who claimed she was sexually
assaulted.
NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell must have found
something in those police
reports that made him
suspend Roethlisberger for six
games, before he reduced the
suspension to four, no? That
it might have been more than
merely a horrendous lack of
judgment.
And now that Roethlisberger
has the Steelers back in the
Super Bowl, his tarnished
image almost bizarrely has
a chance to be miraculously
refurbished.

But that’s where Big Ben
gets off the hook, because it’s
our fault for believing that
how well star athletes do their
jobs somehow equates to the
person they are off the field.
See, your past counts only
so long in sports — until
you use your athletic ability
to obfuscate what you did
wrong. En route to being great
again, by association you
are somehow seen as a good
person.
Look, Roethlisberger might
have made changes in his
personal life for the better. But
we don’t know. Further, how
can a person’s success on the
field come moderately close to
telling us?
Bottom line, when players
win for our teams we find
reasons to like them — even
the ones we thought of as
irredeemable.
In less than two years, Latrell
Sprewell went from a violent
malcontent who choked his
coach to the toast of New York.
Why did we get sucked in?
He led the Knicks to the NBA
Finals. Winning, then, became
the great deodorant for his
issues that had nothing to do
with basketball.
“The problem all along had
been the character-analysis
game,” David Remnick
observed in the New Yorker
at the time. “Like it or not,
goodness is a bonus, not
a requirement, for playing
ball. It was always thus: Ted
Williams could be abusive of
his fans, and even the sainted
[Joe] DiMaggio was, at times,
unsaintly.”
But, Remnick concluded,
“winning made ‘good guys’
of the ‘bad guys.’ In sports it
usually does.”
Our warped logic tells us
that good people go to the NBA

Finals and the Super Bowl;
bad seeds are beaten soundly,
injured or, worse, never matter
again.
What if Michael Vick
never electrified a stadium
again after his -month
stay in prison for running a
dogfighting operation? What
if he had never gone from
a federal penitentiary in
Leavenworth less than two
years ago to the Pro Bowl this
week in Honolulu?
Instead, imagine if he
became a doting father and an
assistant shift manager at your
local Applebee’s - volunteering
his time to abused-animal
shelters, speaking with
children about the dangers
to animal cruelty. Would he
be viewed as a redemptive
figure? Would the owner of
that particular Applebee’s be
taking the president’s call to
congratulate him for giving
Vick a second chance?
Why not? He turned his life
around. He realized the pain
he caused.
Oh, but he wasn’t famous
for playing sports anymore.
We should have known his
redemption would only travel
as far as he could throw a spiral
on Sunday.
Roethlisberger has now
taken the baton from Vick.
Like Vick, Big Ben has elicited
polarized feelings over
how much a professional
redemption equals a personal
redemption.
It would be good and right
for the people who equate
doing well at work with doing
well in life to realize Ben
Roethlisberger quarterbacking
Pittsburgh to his third Super
Bowl has nothing to do with
whether he’s a changed man.

m
One Bedroo
Units Still
6 Month
Available
ilable
a
v
A
2
1
e
s
1
1
a
e
0
L
2
2010-11
NOW!

FREE Internet
FREE cable

FREE transportation

Private baths in each bedroom
Washer & dryer
in each unit
24-hour fitness center

2 Pools

Spacious living at a
reasonable price
Game Room
Hot tub

Tanning Bed

and so much more...

Available furnished
or unfurnished

410 Copper Beech Cir.

copperbeechtownhomes.com

540.438.0401

Life

tell us what you think of our stories
at breezejmu.org
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Jamie Lose

What is the relationship between
college students and sleep schedules
all about? I feel like we read about
it all the time and are acutely aware
that we are
not catching
enough zzzz’s to
operate heavy
machinery. I
hear it from
my parents,
professors,
magazine
articles and
overall statistic
postings. Bottom line, we’re sleepdeprived empty shells of human
beings trying to make it through this
crazy thing called life.
That being said; I clocked in a solid
13 hours of shut eye on Friday night.
I’m surprised I didn’t starve to death
in my sleep. Why was I so tired? No
reason. I didn’t go out to party, wake
up particularly early that morning
or take Benadryl. I slept just because
I could. If anything, I woke up even
more lazy and lethargic than during
the week when those four to five
hours of restless napping kept me
moving and grooving through classes.
I wish there were a “Celebrity
Rehab” special in which Dr. Drew
could clarify this phenomenon for
me, but unfortunately I had to refer to
Google. Here is what it told me to do
to get the best night’s rest:
1. Avoid mixing alcohol, caffeine
and sleep.
Read: Remove all crucial elements
of daily life. This one is obviously
impossible and a trick, so I moved on
to step two.
2. Avoid all-nighter study sessions
or parties.
Read: No social life. Easy, if you’re
Napoleon Dynamite.
3. Avoid late night or early morning
classes.
Read: Don’t attend school.
4. Maintain a regular sleep
schedule.
Read: Four to six hours MondayFriday and 13 on weekends. That’s a
schedule, right?
5. Use “white noise” to muffle
sounds.
Read: Crack all windows so the
noises of rowdy drunk bus kids,
trash collectors and traffic can seep
through.
As you can see, what I’ve gathered
here is that monks and the Amish
must be the most well rested folks out
there — social life, academics and
Starbucks be damned.

I’ll tell you — we’re
superheroes. We’re freaks
of nature designed with
the powers of Red Bull
and determination.

I think we are caught in limbo
between sleep deprivation and
sweet, beautiful adrenaline. Think
about it: What is it that makes you
go out and rage on the weekends
or attend midnight capture the flag
on a random Tuesday? Why go to
UREC at all, if we’re so freaking tired
all the time? I’ll tell you — we’re
superheroes. We’re freaks of nature
designed with the powers of Red Bull
and determination.
We’d be nothing if not a good time.
Eight hours of sleep a night and I
bet our coolness level would drop
significantly, resulting in the Earth
slowing by half a second.
It’s our duty and right as college
students to mess with the system
and push the limits of our physical
health. If you want to stay up until 4
a.m. watching infomercials on knives
that cut through shoes, that’s your
business. Who am I to tell you what to
do with your time?
Back when bumper stickers were
the fad, there was one that read
(I’m paraphrasing here): “Life was
intended to find you sliding into your
grave sideways thinking — damn
what a ride.” I say we roll with the
“I’ll sleep when I’m dead” theory, or
the “I’ll sleep during winter break and
summer” theory. Whatever works.
Jamie Lose is a senior media
arts & design major and a humor
columnist at The Breeze. Contact
her at losejl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Double-teamed

keep the good times rolling

We’ll sleep
when we
graduate
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Virginia-based bands divide the downtown music scene Saturday night

Zach Souliere / contributing photographer

Brandon PAyne / The Breeze

Zach Souliere / contributing photographer

TOP LEFT Nathan Koch (saxophone), Reggie Chapman (trombone), Rob Quallich (trumpet) and the rest of Murphy’s Kids keep fans energized on
Saturday night. BOTTOM LEFT Pants for Bears’ Ben Geiser (guitar), Lee Hartman (bass) and the five other members begin a loud night at Blue
Nile. RIGHT Rob Mezzanotte performs a versatile show at Clementine Cafe with the rest of Trees on Fire.

Mosh music done safely

Songs organically grown

By Nora McLeese
contributing writer

By Elyse Krachman
contributing writer

“This goes out to a world without tow trucks,” singer John
Charlet said into the mic — reacting to an announcement regarding a green Ford station wagon about to be towed — before he
and his band members threw themselves into their next song.
Richmond-based Murphy’s Kids returned to Harrisonburg to
play at Blue Nile on Saturday night to a full house. As is common
at their energetic live shows, the crowd formed a mosh pit at the
front almost immediately. Charlet urged the eager concertgoers
to go crazy but also to keep a look out for each other and help
each other if someone falls.
The set generated nonstop movement, living up to Charlet’s
initial proclamation of “all killer, no filler.” Freshman modern
foreign languages major Kayla Schott confirmed that the show
made her move.
“It was great music to dance to,” Schott said.
Schott kept to the outsides of the mosh pit but was still hit a
couple times. She said it seemed like a friendly and fun mosh,
echoing Charlet’s initial sentiment of camaraderie.
The ska and reggae band had just as good of a time as the
crowd. Members showed off their own dance moves on the
stage. Trumpet player Rob Quallich even wore a red clown wig
for the first few songs.
The seven-piece, Harrisonburg-based Pants for Bears kicked
off the good times with a psychedelic progressive funk set. Saxophonist DJ Mumsys, who nearly hit his head on the rafters
several times, told the crowd that they were not going to be quiet,
even in the absence of their vocalist, Adam Miller.
“You guys are fun,” said bassist Lee Hartman after several resounding “yeah”s from the crowd at the conclusion of
“Catastrafunk,” a song which held true to its name and produced
a booty-shaking wall of sound.
“Fear,” the next song they played, elicited an even greater
response with its power chords, guitar slide and generous use

Reggae, funk, ska, psychedelic rock ’n’ roll and the Jewish folk
song “Hava Nagila” all fused together in a sonic cauldron at Clementine Cafe this past Saturday.
Formed about five years ago, Charlottesville-based Trees on
Fire includes Rob Mezzanotte (vocals, guitar, saxophone, keys),
Justin Esposito (keys, violin, guitar, vocals), Paul Rosner (drums,
vocals), Brian Wahl (bass) and Blake Hunter (guitar, vocals). Rosner and Hunter met before Hunter left for Boston University,
and Hunter met the rest of the band members in the music program there.
Post-graduation, Esposito, Mezzanotte, Wahl and Hunter
moved back to Charlottesville to work with Hunter’s dad in construction and ultimately start a band with Rosner. The entire
first summer, the friends lived in a cabin in the middle of the
country and had no running water. They were forced to find
ways of transporting water from a mile away as well as collecting rainwater.
“During this process, that’s the first time we really started
developing a band,” Hunter said.
After Esposito and Mezzanotte returned from their summer jobs, the band moved into a house together to work on the
project.
“We immersed ourselves in our musical world, and that’s
where it remained for a few years,” Hunter said.
Beginning as the Blake Hunter Trio, the band eventually settled on the name Trees on Fire.
“We wanted a name that expressed energy, warmth and also
something that could be interpreted on several different levels,”
Wahl said. “And it has three syllables, and they’re hard syllables
— consonant, vowel, consonant.”
According to Rosner, the name was “meant to be.”
Trees on Fire approaches the creation of music as an organic
process. Members bring different ideas to the table and then step

see Kids, page 12

see Trees, page 12

Book Review

Memoir inspires, informs about autism
By Kelsey Peters
The Breeze

Allen Shawn’s latest book doesn’t
involve the typical self-ramblings of
a memoir.
Shawn, an American composer
and author, instead chronicles his
life with his autistic sister, Mary, in
“Twin.”
But the book isn’t just a biography
of Mary. It’s a memoir of how her
autism affected Shawn and their
family’s lives.
Without any warning, Shawn’s
parents sent Mary, only 8, to an
institution specialized in dealing with
mental illness. This abrupt separation
from his twin causes several fears
and problems for Shawn for the rest
of his life.
He talks of how a breakup from
a seven-year relationship with a
French woman took a toll on him
because it “stirred memories of

Mary’s long-ago departure.” Shawn
also talks of his agoraphobia, the fear
of being in places where help may
be unavailable, and other stresses of
having an autistic twin sister.
Shawn lived in constant fear that
his “magic glue that held [his] own
brain together” would fall apart and
he would end up in an institution like
Mary.
But not everything Mary brought to
his life had negative effects.
An established composer, Shawn
gives credit to Mary for his love for
music, which allowed him to express
himself in a nonverbal way, much like
the way he and Mary communicated.
He felt writing could tune in on her
“wavelength.”
Mary’s autism caused her to
have severe communication issues.
Writing about an unmistakable twin
“binary star” bond, Shawn gives us
insight into what Mary was thinking
and feeling.

Twin

Author Allen Shawn
Genre Memoir
Publication January 2011
Length 232 pages (Viking)

But the strength of the novel did
not lie in description of dealing with
the negative. Shawn’s account of their
twin connection and own unspoken
language immediately catches the
reader’s attention.
From chapter to chapter, Shawn
switches from present description
of Mary’s behavioral patterns to
compilations of psychiatric findings
on the disease, case studies from
numerous people with autism,
flashbacks of memories with Mary
and a powerful ending.
Shawn threaded clever metaphors
throughout his memoir, which could
have created a story in themselves.
These clever additions showcase

Shawn’s talent of a storyteller.
Avoiding the use of hard facts,
Shawn makes autism more
comprehendible by weaving his sister
Mary into the rather dry medical and
scientific research of autism. Shawn
includes actual doctor’s notes from a
time when the only way to deal with
an autistic child was to send them
away.
Shawn’s story raises the issue of
autism itself being a taboo subject.
He makes readers question
whether or not autistic children
should be labeled mentally ill,
instead of someone who simply has
different personality characteristics.
When finished with the memoir,
readers will have fallen in love with
the intriguing Shawn family and want
to learn even more about the illusive
disability that is autism.
Contact Kelsey Peters at
peterske@dukes.jmu.edu.
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PIANOS | For entire college
from front

the Steinway & Sons website. One piano,
made of more than , individual
pieces, takes almost a year to make. The
wood for the piano is stored for months
in conditioned rooms before shaped for
the piano. Then, each key is adjusted and
balanced to harden or soften each hammer to create the right sound.
“Steinway is a name synonymous with
excellence and tradition,” Swallow said.
“We deserve the very best, and that’s why
we became an All-Steinway school.”

“This is a wonderful
thing, to think that James
Madison University, right
here in Virginia, has a
facility that any place … in
the world would envy.”
Menahem Pressler
world-renowned pianist

The move to reach All-Steinway status is part of an effort to define the arts
program at JMU as one of the best in the
nation. The $ million performing arts
center opened last May and contains
five performing venues as well as several rehearsal spaces, and seeks to solidify
JMU’s commitment to the arts as integral
to a liberal arts curriculum.
“If we were going to become a truly
great university,” Rose said in his address,
“we had to have an arts program that was
sufficiently resourced to support its faculty, and to honor the talent of our faculty
and our students.”
Faculty members and students said
they’re excited to work firsthand with
the new pianos.
“This is a really great thing for the university,” Sparks said. “[We’re] provided
with the absolute best of everything for
our students.”
Daniel Warren, a sophomore piano
major, said he’s thrilled about the pianos.
“When I think Steinway, I think excellence, and that’s going to be a good
reflection for not only the school of
music, but for the university as a whole,”
he said.
Warren said the addition feels
revolutionary.
“I guess to me it can be compared to
the football team getting a new stadium,” he said. “The new Performing Arts
Center and the new pianos have completely transcended anything I could
have expected from the university.”
Steinway pianos are known as some of

the highest quality pianos in the world,
and the one on stage Saturday afternoon
was certainly no exception. The lights of
the stage glistened off its sleek black finish, as the inside’s golden finish glowed.
The looks, however, didn’t compare to
the instrument’s sound for the next two
hours.
World-class pianist Menahem Pressler
performed on one of the new grand pianos, holding to his reputation with his
renditions of Beethoven, Debussy and
Schubert. The roar of the crowd drew him
back for two encores, and he concluded
his show with a version of “Lullaby.”
Pressler, , escaped Nazi Germany
during World War II, and he eventually
went on to begin his career after winning an international piano competition
in San Francisco in . Since then, he
has traveled the world to share his gifts,
performing with orchestras across the
United States and Europe.
For almost  years, Pressler has
taught at Indiana University Jacobs
School of Music, where he acts as Distinguished Professor of Music as the Charles
Webb Chair.
Swallow said Pressler regards his students as his own children. Many of them
have gone on to win prizes in major international piano competitions, including
the Queen Elizabeth, Busoni and Rubenstein contests.
“For the students themselves it will
be a unique experience to be able to
come on a stage like this and touch this
instrument,” he said, mentioning that the
Steinway piano in the concert hall was
one of the most magnificent pianos he
had ever played.
“This is a wonderful thing, to think that
James Madison University, right here in
Virginia, has a facility that any place … in
the world would envy. It is so beautiful,”
Pressler said.
Warren said he is impressed by the
pianos’ outstanding quality.
“From a performer’s standpoint, we
work our entire lives to develop a very
sensitive and delicate touch with the
piano to get the best sound and best
feel,” he said. “To have something that
responds so well, it’s almost as if the
piano becomes a part of you … It truly
becomes solely about the music.”
Both Rose and the music department
hope that reaching this status will give
students and faculty some of the tools
they need to grow to their full potential.
“Yes this is for the students; yes this
is for the faculty,” Rose said. “But this is
also for the entire university and community, and we are anxious to share it.”
CONTACT Ryan Platt at
plattrf@dukes.jmu.edu.

Having a
ball with
Yarn
Trevor MacArthur of
the band Yarn performs at
Clementine Cafe with band
members Blake Christiana,
Andrew Hendryx, Rick Bugel
and Robert Bonhomme.
The Saturday night show
consisted of a high-energy,
bluegrass performance.
The band is originally from
Brooklyn.
MEREDYTH KIMM / THE BREEZE

TREES | Prepping 30 songs for next album
from page 11

back, allowing the other musicians to
work it over.
“The cool thing is you don’t know
where you’re going to end up, so you
start hurtling down a path based
on whoever has that energy at the
moment,” Rosner said. “It grows so
fast.”
According to Wahl, band members
listen to abundant and different styles
of music, which explains how their
songs have different moods rather
than being in line with each other.
“When I get into a song, it’s like
taking on a role, and I need to find
the character that suits that role,” Rosner said. “When I’m playing different

songs, I feel like a different character.”
The band’s live performance showcased these different “characters” that
play in each song; Trees on Fire have
the ability to explode from -type
reggae to mind-bending klezmer all
within a few songs.
During the Saturday set, they experimented with both instrumental and
vocal stylings. At some points, Hunter’s
guitar echoed like The Edge’s signature
playing, while at others he played classic riffs drenched with a reggae beat.
Esposito also showcased his versatility, from playing a “Baba O’Riley”
type violin solo during the klezmer
(music influenced by Jewish tradition)
jam to crafting electro-beats for each
song on the keys.

Wahl provided a sturdy backbeat
for the band’s groove, and Rosner
propelled the music forward with
his powerful drumming. Mezzanotte
acted as the centerpiece for many of
the songs, adding rhythm guitar and
earnest vocals.
While they already have a wealth
of material to perform at these shows,
the band is working on around 
new songs for an upcoming album.
It’s what makes Rosner get up in the
morning.
“They’re all there, waiting for me
to get involved in and take it in different directions,” Rosner said.
CONTACT Elyse Krachman at
krachmeh@dukes.jmu.edu.

KIDS | Band gives dancing fan a free T-shirt
from page 11

of a theremin, an unusual instrument
that uses antennas and frequencies
to produce sound, mastered by Avery
Fary.
Their quirkiness shone through the
fog-filled stage with more jokes like
“you can’t spell ‘slaughter’ without
‘laughter,’ ” referring to a song of that
title, and signing off their set by yelling
“Thank you Cleveland!”
Murphy’s Kids also played a song
called “Slaughter” spontaneously after
a fan from the crowd yelled a request
for it. The impromptu addition only
bought the band more love from the

crowd.
Interaction with the crowd was one
of the main things senior Courtney
Carl, an interdisciplinary liberal studies major, liked about the show.
“I really liked how the singer got into
the crowd and the energy he had,” Carl
said, referring to Charlet’s tendency to
hang over the edge of the stage to get
personal. By the end of the night, he
was teaching his adoring fans a signature dance to go with the bands final
song, “Size It Up,” and fully immersing himself among the crowd to lead
a sing-a-long.
Murphy’s Kids had several other
crowd-pleasers, such as “Hands On,”

“A Story” and “The Anti-Corporate
Beach Party,” all of which drew great
responses, and none of the songs let
the energy level drop too low.
“It allowed us get out and have a
good time,” said Sean Fuller, a freshman geology major. Fuller stressed it
was great that Harrisonburg venues like
Blue Nile hosted such events, allowing
students to experience down town.
The bands thanked the crowd and
Murphy’s Kids ended the night by giving a free T-shirt to a fan who had been
dancing at the front the whole night.
CONTACT Nora McLeese at
mcleesnc@dukes.jmu.edu.

Governor's Fellows Program
Program Goals
The historic and prestigious Virginia Governor's Fellows Program
offers a select group of outstanding and highly motivated individuals
the opportunity to experience firsthand the administration of state
government in the Commonwealth. Established in 1982, the Governor's Fellows Program brings exceptional students with creative ideas
to state government — an experience that often leads to careers in
public service.
Eligibility Requirements
Qualified applicants must be rising college seniors, graduating college
seniors or enrolled as degree candidates in a graduate or professional
school. Applicants must be enrolled in a Virginia college or university
or must be a Virginia resident if enrolled in an out-of-state institution.
They must also have a demonstrated commitment to excellence in
academics, proven leadership ability, and involvement in extracurricular activities and community service. The selection of Fellows will be
based solely on merit, without regard to race, sex, national origin,
religion, age, disability, or political affiliation.
Length of Program
Fellows will be required to work full-time in Virginia state government. The 2011 Governor's Fellows Program will begin Monday, June
6, 2011 through Friday, August 5, 2011.
Assignments
Participants are placed in different positions in the Governor's Office
and in various agencies throughout the Executive Branch. The program
attempts to match Fellows with compatible assignments according to
background, interests and future goals.
Funding
State funds are not allocated for the Governor's Fellows Program.
However, in previous years, colleges and universities have distributed
stipends to the Fellows selected from their institutions. Institutions are
urged to make summer grants available. Applicants who will require
financial assistance in order to participate in the program should
discuss this matter with school officials before applying.
Office of the Senior Vice President for Student Affairs and University
Planning 568-3685.
Application
The deadline for applying online for the 2011 Fellows Program is

February 15, 2011.
For application and additional information please see this website:
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/OurCommonwealth/GovernorsFellows/

Classifieds

How to Place an Ad

Visit: www.thebreeze.org/classifieds

5 Easy Steps!
Step 1: Select Log In from the menu.
Step 2: Register as a new user.
Step 3: Once Logged in, select

Step 4: Fill in the online form.
Step 5: Select “Click Here to Submit
Your Ad” for payment and review

Monday, January 31, 2011

13

Payment Options:
Major Credit Cards: MasterCard,
Visa, Discover, American Express
Cash
Check

Deadlines:
Monday Issue: Friday 12PM
Thursday Issue: Tuesday 5PM

“Place New Ad” from menu.

Online: All classified ads are also placed on The Breeze website at no additional cost.

AVALON WOODS TOWNHOUSE
2 Bedroom, 2.5 Bathroom, Furnished. JMU Bus Route near
Copper Beech. Pets ok. $900
a Month (757) 621-2272
THREE BEDROOM HOUSE BIG
ROOMS block from Memorial
Hall, Off Street Parking, Yard,
Pets OK, June 1. $350 each
(540) 560-9542

Questions? Call 568-6127

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
717 South Mason St. Now signing leases! Stone throw away
from the quad! All utilities included! $420/bed Call Chris
now: (856) 297-5837
HUNTERS RIDGE 2BD/2BA
$700/Month + utilities (703)
409-9341
SUBLET 1BR/1BA near Court
Square avail now through
end July, $375/mo. (703)
835-6336

1126 MOUNTAIN VIEW 5 Bedroom, 3 1/2 baths, W/ D, $300/
person. Available Available August 1.(540) 478-5980
1111 MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, W/ D,
$300/ person. Available August 1 (540) 478-5980
1351 SOUTH MAIN ST. 5 Bedroom, W/ D, 2 baths, $300/
person. Available August 1.
(540) 478-5980
WAKEFIELD PLACE 3Br, 1.5
Ba, Keister School Area, Start
Aug, 1st Partially furnished,
garage, lg deck, pets allowed
<@end of cul-de-sac, cable,
phone & internet hookups in
each room, off street parking,
$945, call, email or text for additional details 423-231-2160
davethomas1strealty@yahoo.
com (423) 231-2160
2BR/2BA AT URBAN EXCHANGE Available 1/1/2011.
Rent includes Cable, Internet,
Trash, Recycling, Gym, and
parking. Call (540) 476-5712
or (540) 797-5469

BARTENDING $300/DAY
POTENTIAL. NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. TRAINING
AVAILABLE 1-800-965-6520
EXT212
BARTENDING CLASSES 2011
jiggersbartendingschool.com
flexible schedules & payment
plans (540) 560-7971
23 PEOPLE NEEDED TO LOSE
5-100 POUNDS! DR. RECOMMENDED! GUARENTEED!
(855) 288-3115 or www. BestDietDun.com. Save this ad!

SKYDIVE! One-day first jumps
from 13,500’ from 22-jumper
twin engine airplane. Gift Certificates! www.skydiveorange.
com (540) 943-6587

Extra!

NEED EXPERIENCE
FOR YOUR FUTURE?

READ ALL ABOUT IT!

April 2011 - March 2012

THE BREEZE | JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

The Breeze
is Now Hiring
Ad Designers!
For April 2011 - March 2012

Do you need experience
for your future? Apply to
be a designer at The Breeze.
• Hourly-based pay
• Portfolio-builder
• Chance for advancement
• Fun group environment

APPLY NOW!
joblink.jmu.edu

SECTION EDITORS
NOW hiring for

Questions? breezepress@gmail.com
• A presidential search is underway
• Bridgeforth Stadium is expanding
• Old RMH is becoming JMU’s North Campus

It’s an exciting year to be an editor at

The Breeze:
Apply at
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